What to Do

1. Cut a small piece of thread. If vou use cloth, lock for any
loose threads to use. Ask a parent to help you cut the thread.

2. Make a wet mount of the slide, following the instructions on
page 27 Label the slide so that vou know what thread you
are looking at. Keep a recard of what the materials lock like.

3. Place the slide on the stage of the microscope and secure it
with the stage clips.

4. Dbserve your slide using the low-power and high-power
objectives.

5. Using your knowledge of fibers, see whether you can tell
what fibers make up mixed blands.
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What Did You See?

Each fiber had its own distinct appearance. Woal, like the
cashmere (goat hair wool) samples, looks broken or scaly. This is
because wool comes from sheep and so more closely resambles
animal hair. Threads made from plants also resemble one another.
Cottan looks like a flattened tube or ribban, while linen fiber
lzoks like a rounded, thicker version of cotton. Silk is made from
the thread of a silkwarm. Silk fiber looks like a piece of glass;

it is round, even, and solid. Synthetic threads are chemically
produced and spun. They alsa tend to be smoath.,
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Did You Know?
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